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When I was little I remember being so excited the day 
before bible school. I couldn't wait to see who was in 
my group and learn all the new songs. The song I 
most remember learning was 'Our God is a Great Big 
God.' It was a blast to sing all of the songs and do the 
fun dances. I loved hanging out with the teacher and 
the aids in the group, and being with all of my friends. 
 After I finished fifth grade I got to be an aid. I 
always looked forward to becoming an aid and help-

y unabridged dictionary has two full columns of definitions for the 
word “spirit.” One can have high or low spirits, be partaking of spirits, 

have school spirit or be a kindred spirit. Needless to say, room does not 
allow for all the ways the word spirit is used. But baptism of the Spirit is 
where I am headed in this writing. 
  Between Easter and Pentecost each year, the readings of daily 
scripture speak profoundly of the Holy Spirit. Then in late May (actually the 
weekend of Pentecost), a group of women gathered for retreat at Loretto, 
and the same Spirit that is encountered in daily readings was graciously 
present in our midst. 
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 Unless we make the effort to be aware of that Spirit presence, we often miss its richness, grace and message. 
 Loretto seems a mystical place. One retreatant described the driveway into the motherhouse grounds as hav-
ing an “invisible door at the entrance.”  I thought it was a wonderful metaphor. She imagined a door that greets with a 
welcoming peace and closes behind you as you enter. Continuing up the driveway and further onto the property, there 
is a constant sense of God’s embrace and care. It is a hug from nature—an Eden of grace. To sit silently in this space 
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“What is that priest’s name?” 
“Which one?” 
“You know, the skinny one that that 
gives the short homilies that start with 
jokes.” 
 His name is Father Isaac 
McDaniel, although technically you could also call him 
Dr. McDaniel, as he holds a Ph.D. in history from the 
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 We have a beautiful new cross attached to 
our buildings from the parking lot entrance. It is a 
reminder that we all live “under the shadow of the 
cross” as it falls across our parish life and our often 
troubled world. 
 The cross is always a reminder of the faith 
and courage it takes to live in hope in our world 
today! It takes faith to truly believe that Christ is 
present among us, courage to try daily to live as 
real followers, and hope to really communicate that 
the demands of daily life are exactly what produce 
holiness in our humanness. 
 Whether it’s the economy, the oil spill, 
wars in foreign countries, personal or family sick-
ness or challenges – the shadow of the cross is 
always over us and we are invited at all times to 
reach out and embrace its redeeming power! 
May the “sign of the cross” strengthen you in all 
you do! 
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Christopher & Nicole Brashear 
Bartha & Rosemary Deans 

Eric & Sarah Douglas and Kaelyn 
Matthew Hastings and Hannah 

Cecilia Hoffman & Tony Shoemaker   
and Sydney &  Jacquelin 

Michael Warken and Davis 
Julie Anderson and Ethan 
Bob and Janet Amshoff 

Michael Baxter 
Hunter & Shana Cassady and Caroline &  Jack 

Finbar Kinsella & Kathy Schmitt and Ronan 
Libby Lambiris 

Jennifer  Mueller 
Stephanie Mueller and Hannah 

Keith & Amanda Walukas and Walker  

 

Randy & Tracy Raque  
and Andrew, Victoria & Jacqueline  

 

F. DaCosta & Elizabeth Austin  
and Maura, Evelyn &  Ursula  
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Margo Elise Puffer 
Hannah Rose McBride 
Tyler Scott Huelsman 

Jacquelin Marguerite Hoffman 
George Frederick Gieszl 
Mason Walker Davenport 

Isaac Daniel Wooton 

is no chore. It gives a sense of the wonder of mindless-
ness. It is an opportunity to clear out the cobwebs and 
be with one thought, one task of nothingness at a time, 
to honor your ‘self’, to rejuvenate your God-given being. 
It is a massage of the soul.  
 Scripture from 2Timothy 1: 7 reads “the Spirit 
God has given us is no cowardly spirit, but rather one 
that makes us strong, loving and wise.” The amazing 
thought is this—that through our Baptism, the Spirit re-
mains with us. Whether we are married, single, or have 
a religious vocation, whether we are young, middle age, 
or an elder, the Spirit is there. The Spirit resides in our 
homes, our schools, our work places and community.  
 Perhaps there is a maturing process that wak-
ens a person to a newer level of spirituality. I remember 
being part of a gathering of people who tried to pinpoint 
a definition of spirituality. It was like naming a favorite 
dessert. While each person’s definition was good for 
them, no single definition was a favorite. 
 Though some occasions may bring darkness to 
our lives, the light of the Spirit remains in our hearts. It is 
with this heart-filled Spirit that we recognize not only a 
Spirit that Scripture touts between Easter and Pente-
cost, but also a Spirit that is eternally within each per-
son. Catching the Spirit? Close your eyes a moment . . . 
feel the Spirit inside you. Now, cherish it.  
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Ann Andriot 
Richard Mulloy 
George Reiss 

Joe Heil 
Mary Roberts 
Earl Gerhard 
Virginia Weiss 
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Every year thousands of people become Catholic the 
easy way. They are born into a Catholic family and their 
parents bring them to Church to be baptized into the 
Catholic faith. From infancy they are considered part of 
the faith community. For others who enter the Catholic 
faith, the process can be more complex . 
 RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is 
the process the Catholic Church has mapped out to as-
sist those individuals who desire to join the Catholic 
faith. The process typically takes about a year but is 
flexible enough to accommodate the special circum-
stances of each individual.  

Those who commit to the process vary greatly 
in faith experiences. Some may never have been bap-
tized, others may never have participated in organized 
religion, and others, well churched in other faiths, wish 
to continue their faith journey in the Catholic tradition. 

The process is best described as a journey in 
faith. Initially the process might seem a bit overwhelm-
ing. But, no matter what brings them, the fact that they 
desire to take the next step shows their openness to 
God's call. Conversion takes place gradually and mile-
stones are celebrated liturgically in the midst of the par-
ish community and culminate at the Easter Vigil. 

It is at the Easter Vigil Mass that new Catholics 
are baptized and welcomed into the Church. Each has a 
unique story to tell. What is universal is the joy they de-
scribe at finally being able to profess their faith before 

Jessica-Lynn Fernandes  

& Scott Cambron 
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Friday May 22, five women from Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Sr. Mary Caroline Marchal S.C., Kathy Paper, Pat Brod-
fehrer, Alice Wissing, Billie Wickham and Betty Prell 
from St. Edwards journeyed to Nerinx, KY for a retreat. 
There were joined Saturday by Mary Lou McGarry. 
     The theme of the retreat was The Wonder of Friend-
ship facilitated by Alice Wissing . As the group entered 
Knobs Haven, the Loretta Motherhouse, Pat Brodfehrer 
remarked that a peace came over her and that feeling 
remained through out the weekend. 
     The group was very compatible and felt free to share 
with one another. There were many laughs and some 
tears were shed, but the group support was definitely 
present. The Spirit (The Holy Spirit) was flowing all 

the gathered assemble followed, for those not previously 
baptized, by immersion into the waters of baptism, then 
confirmation into the community of faith and finally, full 
acceptance at the table of the Lord.  Throughout the 
year you will notice inquirers who are already baptized 
professing faith and being welcomed into the church. 
This is a fluid process. 

None of this happens in a vacuum. While the 
RCIA process is designed for those wishing to become 
Catholic, RCIA is in many ways a journey of renewal for 
the parish itself. Each person seeking conversion partici-
pates in RCIA with a Catholic sponsor, but the entire 
parish helps in the formation process of the candidate. It 
is through participation in the life of the parish that candi-
dates are mentored and formed. Those who sponsor a 
candidate are renewed in their own faith by walking the 
path of conversion again. Every parishioner attending 
Sunday Mass manifests the presence of Christ within 
the parish community and therefore become a witness 
of Christ to the RCIA candidate. 

I am blessed to be a member of the RCIA team 
and feel confident my fellow team members will agree 
that we are privileged to help these candidates complete 
the steps necessary for them to be fully received into the 
Church. Helping them to fulfill their spiritual goal of be-
coming Catholic is a labor of love, a challenge and a joy. 
And last but not least, a special thank you to Mary Caro-
line for shepherding and leading the RCIA team. 
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around us. 
     Saturday was a day of complete silence from 1 to 5 
p.m. The beauty and peacefulness of the surroundings 
were conducive to prayer and reflection. 
     Sunday, after lunch, the group departed for home. 
They had experienced the Wonder of  Friendship. 
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“You can fry anything and 
everybody’s happy!” 
-Eric Smith  (Head Fry Cook)  

“It takes good 
people to make 
it happen!” 
-Mike Moore  

 “I love the rides. 
They are all fun 
to play in! I love 
to compete with 
the obstacle 
course!” 
-Julie Ries (OLOL 
4th grader)  

 “My favorite part of the picnic is seeing all my friends over 
the summer! Everybody is always so happy!” 
-Donna Lawson 

“A lady came up and didn’t know 
what number to put her dime on.  
I said, ‘Put it on 94’ and she won 
the first time!” 
   -Bill Baxter  
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“We’ve worked the snow cone booth for the 
last two years. The first year was a disaster. 
There was syrup everywhere! But, luckily, we 
learned from that experience!” 
-Clare Hagan  

 “The 
goodie 
jars- the 
kids love 
them!” 
 
-Christine 
Kesler  

“I’ve gotten to see a lot of people that I 
know. I like how the children enjoy 
showing the prizes they have won!” 
-Porfirio Escamilla  

“It’s nice seeing all the families- the 
good food, everyone being together, the 
games, and enjoying the weather!” 
-Sarah Mayes  

 “It’s nice to see all 
the people I haven’t 
seen in years!” 
-Doris Raidt  

  “The kids have a ball with the 
games and going down the 
slides! We’ve had a great time!”  
-Brian Edwards   
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In early May, every parish family received a Steward-
ship Update which included some astonishing statistics. 
Also in that mailing, was a request for every parish 
household to prayerfully revisit their Stewardship of 
Treasure commitment for the 2010 calendar year and to 
return their Renewed Commitment for 2010 by May 31.   
�� Of the 1378 parish households, 459 (or 33%) re-
turned a Renewed Commitment card. 
�� 72 % of the Renewed Commitments did not change. 
�� 22% of the Renewed Commitments increased their 
annual Stewardship of Treasure intention by $45,635 
�� 5% of the Renewed Commitments came from 
households who previously had no commitment for an 
annual increase of $29,135 
�� 1% of the Renewed Commitments actually reduced 
their annual intention by $2,940 
 In addition to the return of Renewed Commit-
ments, there was much talk and a few e-mails that circu-
lated. Below are quotes taken from two separate emails.  
 “As we all know, the school/parish is in a pre-
carious state as it relates to budget. Our current state is 
no doubt a result of the economy and other issues… 
Our Lady of Lourdes is feeling this, YTD we’re $215K 
behind in contributions… That comes out to $46 per 
school family per week (255 school families). However, 
this probably is not the right way to look at this - a very 
insightful person wrote this note to me about our issue:
 “If we all truly live stewardship then it is not just 
a matter of breaking down a shortfall into an expected 
increase per week for all school families. The message 
is, do we believe in a stewardship way of life and can 
we step up to our Baptismal call to place a priority on 
living our faith. When we believe that everything that we 
have comes from God then living stewardship and giv-
ing back to God with gratitude can never be a simple 
math problem. 
 “Not sure about you, but I’m worried.  I have a 
great deal of love and pride for our parish.  I’m proud to 
say we’re a full Stewardship parish – and not to brag 
about how it impacts my taxes…   
 “Basically, we need to walk the walk – we can 
say we’re a Stewardship parish, be proud of it, get the 
benefits of it.  But, unless we WALK THE WALK, it won’t 
be around for long… I wrote this note because it is UP 
TO US to turn this ship.  
 “PS - ever notice that our website is ‘Our 
Lourdes.’ Seems poignant at this time.” 

 A portion of another email . . . 
 “I agree that tax benefits, company matches, 
and any other financial benefit are nothing compared to 
the fulfillment our families realize by being full steward-
ship. From what I’ve heard from other parishes, very 
few students are lost with the transition to tuition. What 
is lost are so many events parents and children enjoy. 
The list of “losses” we would experience by losing our 
full stewardship status are too extensive to list here.” 
 In summary, a full stewardship parish re-
quires full  participation from the entire community and 
each of us has a responsibility to that effort!  

University of Notre Dame.  He also holds a baccalaure-
ate degree from Centre College and a Master of Divin-
ity from St. Meinard School of Theology, where he 
spent two decades living as a Benedictine monk. 
 Fr. Isaac was born here in Louisville at the old 
Baptist Hospital on Barrett Avenue, but his family 
moved to Owensboro six weeks later. He spent his 
childhood there and graduated from Owensboro High 
School in 1967. You can read about his Owensboro 
childhood and his time at St. Meinard in his recently 
self-published memoir, “A World to Remember,” avail-
able in paperback through Lulu.com.  Later this year he 
hopes to publish a journal that he’s been keeping since 
1976. 
 When he’s not writing or saying masses, Fa-
ther Isaac spends most of his time working on the col-
lege classes he teaches. He teaches an 
introduction to religion course at Bellarmine entitled 
“Ultimate Questions,” as well as a Senior Seminar that 
discusses politics and economics. He also teaches 
three classes at Spalding: Political and 
Economic Power, the American Presidency, and Chris-
tian History. 
 For the past fourteen years Father Isaac has 
enjoyed the companionship of a Yorkie named Pondo. 
He got the puppy when it was just seven weeks old and 
they’ve been together ever since.  Pondo is Italian for 
“little burden,” although, Isaac says, “he’s really more of 
a joy than a burden—most of the time.” Father Isaac’s 
time at Lourdes has surely not been a pondo, either. 
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Mary Caroline Marchal, SC   
Julianne Bibelhauser 

Beth Boehm 
Amy Grimes-Potter 

        

Jim Legleiter 
Ann Russo 

      Mandy Rice 
Fred White 

Lourdes Life  is the bi-monthly newsletter 
for parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, 508 Breckinridge Lane, Louisville  KY  
40207.  It is published in January, March, May, 
July, September and  November.  
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The course will consist of five 2 hour meetings and will 
examine pivotal female figures in the Hebrew Scripture 
as viewed against the templates of Matriar-
chy/Patriarchy, the Mediterranean cultural imperative of 
Honor/Shame and the crucible of history. The goal of 
the presentations will be to offer a method of under-
standing the terror contained in the ancient texts as 
seen against contemporary culture. 

Biblical women to be studied will include Sarah 
and Hagar, Dinah, and the unnamed victims-Lot's 
daughter, and victims of the outrage at Gilbeah. Other 
important biblical women will be examined, such as Re-
becca, Rachel and Leah and their two maidservants, 
Zilpah and Bilhah.  Also included in the study are Deb-
orah, Delilah, Jezebel, Bathsheba, the Queen of Sheba.  

The presentations will draw from the scriptural 
texts as well as contemporary thought and literature. 
Questions and discussion are encouraged and ex-
pected. A resource list will be provided for further indi-
vidual study. Reading assignments from the relevant 
Old Testament verses prior to each presentation will be 
encouraged. 

The course will be presented by John Cornwell, 
a 2006 graduate of Saint Meinrad School of Theology.  
Mr. Cornwell specializes in the Hebrew Scripture and 
teaches the Old Testament in the ELM program for the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis as well as the Saint Mein-
rad Permanent Deaconate Program. Mr. Cornwell is a 
Louisville native who currently resides in Corydon, Indi-
ana, with his wife, Patricia. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
Dates:  Mondays, September 13, 20, 27,  
and October 4 and 11 
Times and places:   
1 to 3 p.m. in the Adult Center  
 or Evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Library  
 

Call 896-0241 to register  
preferably before Sept. 8. 
Please bring your bible to each session.   

ing with the little kids. My first year of being an aid I 
was with 6 year olds, and I loved it. I felt so impor-
tant because I got to help the kids learn the songs 
and I could help the teacher with whatever she 
needed. I absolutely loved it. 

When I finished eighth grade I finally got to 
be the teacher. I was so excited because I got to 
lead a group by myself. Every year I have the op-
portunity to lead either a 5 or 6 year old group. I 
really enjoy it. I get to know each kid in my group, 
and I learn so much about them in just 5 short days. 
I get to teach them things throughout the week, but 
they also teach me. 

I have been part of Our Lady of Lourdes’ 
Bible School since I was four years old, and I hope 
to be part of it for many years to come. Watching 
Bible School grow, and growing with it has been 
amazing. There are many new ideas added each 
year that help make it run smoothly, but there are 
also many things brought back from previous years. 
There are so many incredible kids, teenagers, and 
adults involved in making Bible School such a suc-
cess. 

I can't wait to volunteer again next year! 
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Family Choir at 11:30 a.m. Mass.  
Arrive for rehearsals at 10:45 a.m. 
 

�����������     

7 pm, first choir rehearsal. 
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9:30 am Mass, First Liturgy with choir. 
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Noah Lyons, a Cub 
Scout from Pack 325 
puts up flags on  
Memorial Day. 

Photo by Andy Lyons 


