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 As far as we know, this is the first time the Parish Council itself has 
ever sent a letter directly to all parishioners. We are sending you this because 
it deals with a very important issue in parish life and one in which we believe 
deeply! 
 The issue is continuing stewardship living at Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Contrary to a rumor that swept through the parish recently, we are NOT in any 
way, shape, or form, abandoning stewardship as our way of life at Lourdes! 
 Rather we are writing you now, not only to affirm stewardship as our 
way of life,   but also to call more and more parishioners to actively live  stew-
ardship.  We are astonished and disappointed when we see so many regis-
tered parishioners not involved in giving their time and talents or giving ade-
quately their stewardship of treasure. 
 As Parish Council members, we feel blessed to help in leading this 
great parish into the next generation. We accept the responsibility of calling 
our brothers and sisters in this parish to a wonderful way of life which puts 
God first. 
 Please examine your conscience to see if you are doing your share of 
continuing to build up the Church to carry out its great ministries. 
 To all those who are working so hard “to build up Lourdes” and truly 
live stewardship, WE THANK YOU!  To others who may be able now to get 
involved, WE WELCOME YOU!  To those few who may be waiting for some-
one else to do all the work, WE CHALLENGE YOU!  Come, serve with us and 
let us share God’s blessings together! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Your Parish Council  
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Father John Schork was or-
dained a Passionist priest at St. 
Agnes Church on June 4, 1976. 
After his ordination he was as-
signed as a staff member and 
retreat director 
for the Pas-
sionist Retreat 
Centers, serv-
ing in cities 
including Sac-
ramento, St. 
Louis, Houston, 
and Los Angeles.  
Now he works in Louisville in a 
variety of part-time ministries, 
as well as serves on the Pas-
sionist Provincial Council. 
 Fr. Schork was intro-
duced to the Passionist commu-
nity when a Passionist priest 
spoke to his 7th grade class at 
St. Columbia Parish in West 
Louisville. The Passionists were 
founded in Italy in the early 
1700’s by St. Paul of the Cross. 
He was intrigued and decided to 
join the St. John Bosco Voca-
tion Club. He then followed his 
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Fr. John Schork 
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      My personal meditation of Easter this year was 
a dandelion forcing its way up through the concrete 
of my driveway.  As I watched it day by day, it 
fought and fought to work its way through the 
crack. 
      I believe that’s the way many of us feel this 
Easter, with the continuation of tough economic 
times, the uncivil “civil discourse” around us, the 
Church facing its serious crisis, and then our own 
personal and family situations on top of that! 
      It was an Easter where we had to fight for 
HOPE and walk with COURAGE.  And just as the 
warmth of the sun brought victory to the dandelion 
(only to face other challenges), so the Risen 
Christ’s love can bring us new hope and a greater 
determination to remain faithful (knowing that we, 
too, will face more challenges). 
      Our prayer is this: may we be as tough as the 
dandelion, as faithful as Christ, and as courageous 
as those who have walked before us in faith and 
love! 
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The stewardship way of life is lived out in many differ-
ent ways within our parish family. Last year we shared 
the story of Rob Waddell and Hugh Hayden. When 
Rob needed a kidney transplant Hugh stepped up to 
the plate and became the match that was needed.  
 This year we bring you the story of Amanda 
Miller and Ginny Brinkhaus. Ginny, Amanda’s aunt, 
was diagnosed with stage three ovarian cancer in  
2005 at the age of 35. When accurately diagnosed, the 
cancer was found to be in stage 3, the most advanced 
being stage 4. Ginny currently undergoes weekly blood 
work, chemotherapy three days a month, weekly doc-
tor visits and several CT scans a year. Last year during 
Lent, Amanda decided to bring awareness to ovarian 
cancer and created the O for Gin Foundation-Ovarian 
Cancer Foundation for Giving, Inspiring, and Nurturing 
focuses on building knowledge and supporting re-
search for the prevention, treatment and cure of ovar-
ian cancer. Parishioners Peggy Miller (Amanda’s mom) 
and Dennis Burch (her uncle) are also on the board of 
directors. Amanda is the chairman/president. The foun-
dation is currently seeking 501C nonprofit status. For 
more information visit www.OForGin.com. 
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Looking for some summer fun and some faith formation 
along the way? Join us this summer at the 2010 Vaca-
tion Bible School summer Olympic “Son Games” June 
21-25, 9 a.m.-noon in the Lourdes Parish Life Center. 
There will be lots of games, stories, snacks, music and 
fun for ages 4 to completed the fourth grade.    
 Required registration begins with forms being 
sent home in Friday folders and available at the Parish 
after May 14. Registration deadline will be June 4. As 
with any such ministry, lots of helping hands are needed 
so please consider offering to help by calling Ann Pifer, 
896-0241 ext. 13, or 491-3388.  
 Youth (those completing the fifth grade and up)  
as well adults are needed for all five days or any one 
day. We’ll match your talents with our needs in the art, 
music, story, surprise, or snack centers. It’s a fun-packed 
week where everyone’s a winner! 
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Mary Ann Goyea  
Mark and Jo Lyn Begle 

John and Anna Brinkworth 
Anthony and Emily Dragun & Anna 

Lisa McGarry and Cortez 
Derrick and April Miskell & Addison and Dean 

Ruby Hash 
Chuck and Pennie Granholm & Anastacia  

Tony Harper 
Anastasia Couch  

Jimmy and Ira Kho & Logan  
Theodore and Sally Mell & Theodore  

Angela Partee  
Robert and Cyndi Young & Georgia  
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h, the sweet mornings of early spring.  These are 
the mornings when we sense in ourselves the 
anticipation of rebirth. Our senses peak when 

the pre-dawn light is 
heralded by that first 
birdsong. We marvel at 
the blanket of crocuses 
unrolling across the thawing lawn.  None of us can sur-
vive endless interminable winter. It is the memory of 
springs past that sustains us. The hope of spring refu-
els us. 
 In the life of our spirit, spring is synonymous 
with hope. Hope is that miraculous, faint glimmer of 
light that gives us the courage to walk on unafraid of 
the darkness. Hope permits us to imagine new hori-
zons. It is hope that whispers "Yes" when everything 
around us shouts "No". 

We may not often reflect on hope in our lives 
because it sounds so mythological and – after all - we 
are practical people! But hope impels us everyday. 
Without hope, we would not have exchanged vows with 
our spouse, had our children, applied for our jobs or 
made that down-payment on our dreams.  In other 
words, without hope we never invest in anything be-
cause we could not have trusted the future. 

But hope is not the same as wishing.  Wishing 
is a fragile flame easily extinguished by the first breeze 
of challenge it encounters.  Hope is resilient and dura-
ble. Hope endures not only gentle breezes but also rag-
ing storm. Hope endures not only the dampening 
shower but also the blinding blizzard. I have known 
people who are empowered by hope even in the face of 
great darkness.  I marvel at their perpetual optimism 
and wonder where does that light come from?  

Such hope is fueled by a deep connection to 
the principle of life with self and others. Those who live 

heart to his vows as a priest, including obtaining de-
grees from Bellarmine University, and the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago where he earned a M.Div. 
degree. 
 It’s ironic really that Fr. Schork is a Passionist 
because he’s very passionate about the priesthood. 
“The Year of the Priest is an opportunity for me to more 
deeply appreciate my vocation – to encourage others to 
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by that principle are easily recognized. They exhibit a 
solemn respect for themselves and others in the words 
they speak, in the actions they take and in the choices 
they make.  They recognize that all life is a gift. They 
trust that all they truly need has already been freely 
given to them and implanted deep in their core. 

The next time you extend a greeting to another 
person become conscious that you are not only ac-
knowledging their physical presence but also greeting 
the "Holy One" who lives within them. As we move from 
the superficial perceptions of our physical eyes to the 
profound insights of our spiritual eyes, all of us deepen 
our own respect for life. Our attitudes are transformed 
and our relationships, like spring's promise, are re-
newed. 

As I listen to the early birds of spring chanting 
their morning song, I can almost hear them singing to 
the "Holy One" within me.  May each of us reach out to 
those who have abandoned hope and remind them of 
the holy within them. Recognize that we have a power-
ful opportunity to change lives by rekindling hope in bro-
ken hearts.  Consider it a mission to offer hope to a 
world filled with need.  

We have been given the gift of life, and the 
Giver of that gift will sustain us in all circumstances.  
This is the message of spring, Passover and Easter. 
Let us re-energize our hearts and our presence in the 
world with that awareness.  





 ����

appreciate their vocation,” he said. “God invites each of 
us to lives of love and service; I’m grateful for my 
priestly calling and seek to live it with enthusiasm and 
dedication, faithfully and fruitfully.” 
 Additionally, Fr. Schork adds that the Year of 
the Priest “is an opportunity for everyone to actively 
promote priestly vocations, to pray for the priests that 
currently serve their local churches and have served in 
the past, to express in words how they value their local 
priests. We need to encourage the priests of today and 
tomorrow to be healthy, happy and holy.” 
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For the past few months, several of us have been go-
ing through the RCIA process. We’ve been introduced 
to the community and brought before the congrega-
tion for a first, second, and third scrutiny. RCIA, which 
stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, 
culminated in Easter vigil. Those of us initiated 
through this sacrament would like to thank each of 
you for welcoming us. Many of you contributed to our 
initiation through teaching, encouragement, prayer, 
and other acts of service as we took this momentous 
step in our relationship with the church and the Lord. 

Each of us had a sponsor to guide us spiritu-
ally through RCIA. Jessica Stemple said she experi-
enced the process on a much deeper level as a spon-
sor than when she went through the Rite of Initiation 
herself. She noted that the perspective she has 
gained through years in the church made each step 
more meaningful. 

Holy Thursday and Good Friday were two of 
the most meaningful worship services I’ve ever at-
tended. Different aspects of Holy week stood out to 
each Catechumen and Candidate. Lori Brown ex-
pressed her strong emotional reaction to the washing 
of the feet on Holy Thursday. She said it caused her 
to reflect on the model of service Jesus set for us. I 
was captivated by the responsive reading, taking us 
through the last Passover meal Jesus celebrated with 
His disciples. It helped me understand the institution 
of the Last Supper we celebrate each week in taking 
the Eucharist. Holy Thursday impressed the events in 
the Upper Room on me, because it gave us all an op-

�	���
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Marian Sackfield 
Irvin Kaelin 
Dorothea Gerding 

portunity to become part of 
Jesus and His disciples’ 
experience. 

Good Friday kept 
us on the path Jesus and 
His disciples took in the last 
week of His life. The eve-
ning’s mood as Father Nick 
and two deacons lay pros-
trate before the alter. It was 
a tangible demonstration to 
me of our humility before 
God and our helpless state 
without His death, burial, 
and resurrection commemorated during Holy week. 
From the silence with which everyone entered and ex-
ited the service to the reverent music performed by the 
choir, every part of the evening emphasized what Je-
sus experienced at this point in His journey to the 
cross. At the veneration of the cross,  every member of 
the congregation acknowledged Jesus’ sacrifice in His 
death. 

When Easter vigil finally arrived, we were all 
experiencing sensory overload from the excitement of 
the evening. The church was filled with family, friends, 
and fellow parishioners. Lori Brown put it best when 
she said, “by Easter vigil, I was already there,” in terms 
of the place God had brought her through our prepara-
tion in RCIA. “The events of Holy week,” she said, 
“were just icing on the cake.” We followed along, often 
awkward in our efforts to participate in our first Holy 
Saturday. Our sponsors, Godparents, and leaders 
guided us through the baptisms, confirmations, and first 
communions. 

I’m certain of two things: we’ll always remem-
ber our initiation into the church, and we’ll continue to 
be awkward as we grow in our young faith. We are for-
tunate to be a part of the community at Lourdes, sur-
rounded by people who will continue to guide and direct 
us. For us, the journey is just beginning. We look for-
ward to what is ahead. 
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Avis Surrell 
James Distler  
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The Homecoming Festival will be on June 10 and 11,  
Thursday is the ride night for the kids and the Sunset 
Grill will be open and serving hotdogs, hamburgers, 
chicken sandwiches, brats and all kinds of cold bever-
ages.  
 Set-up begins on Monday, June 7, at 6 pm and 
continue on both Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. 
If you’d like to volunteer to work in a booth on Friday , e
-mail Chairman Greg Lile at gtlile@bellsouth.net . 
Bring by your homemade cakes (or let Plehn’s do the 
baking!) on Friday for the cake booth for a chance to 
win a prize. 
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Chris Gaynor    
Trinity High School 
 

Allison Gentner   
Assumption High School 
 

Clare Hagan    
duPont Manual High School 
 

Will Hellman    
St. Xavier High School 
 

Nikki Kauffmann   
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Rebecca King    
New Mexico Military Institute 
 

Kaitie Kramer 
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Louie Lemos    
Trinity High School  
 

Lauren Loehnert   
Assumption High School 
 

Jessee Lynch    
Trinity High School 
 

Patrick Malone   
Trinity High School 
 

Jared Manning 
Trinity High School 
 

Zave Martinez 
Assumption High School 
 

Kamron McCarthy 
Trinity High School 
 

Lucas McDonogh 
St. Xavier High School 
 

Molly McKenna 
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Blake Menchaca 
Trinity High School 
 

Blake Merkley   
Trinity High School 
 

Jess Micciche  
Assumption High School 
 

Bailey Milby   
Trinity High School 
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Sarah Alonzo 
Eastern High School 
 

Rachel Alvey   
Male High School 
  

Lee Amlung  
St. Xavier High School 
 

Geordie Ayers  
Trinity High School 
 

Samantha Beavin 
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Max Brown   
Trinity High School 
 

Jenna Bushong 
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Zac Clark 
Trinity High School 
 

Kara Clifford  
Assumption High School 
 

Kelly Constant 
Assumption High School 
 

John Conway  
St. Xavier High School 
 

Allison Corley  
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Mackenzie Corso 
Assumption High School 
 

Peyton Davis  
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Abbie DeLeo  
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Justin Doyle 
Trinity High School 
 

Megan Elliott 
Assumption High School 
 

Joseph Erskine 
St. Xavier High School 
 

Carli Fox 
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Lilly Gaston   
Assumption High School 

Lillie Nitzken  
Assumption High School 
 

Nick Ngong  
Atherton High School 
 

Matthew Ogburn 
St. Xavier High School 
 

Zach Olson 
St. Xavier High School 
 

Madeline Pierce 
Assumption High School 
 

Kelsey Prince 
Presentation Academy 
 

Daniel Rivera  
Trinity High School 
 

Christian Robbins 
Trinity High School 
 

Haley Smith 
Assumption High School 
 

Jake Smith 
Trinity High School 
 

Mitchell Smith 
Trinity High School 
 

Harrison Spanyer 
St. Xavier High School 
 

Emma Stairs  
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Sydney Stansbury 
Assumption High School 
 

Jacob Steltenpohl 
Trinity High School 
 

Cody Swabek  
Trinity High School 
 

Beau Walker  
St. Xavier High School 
 

Alex Winkler   
Sacred Heart Academy 
 

Emily Winkler  
Sacred Heart Academy 
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Once again, God has blessed us with a beautiful spring.  
All of our children are busy playing sports, riding bikes, 
and enjoying the last few weeks before the school year 
comes to a close. The 2009/2010 school year has been 
full of student achievements. We have seen Our Lady of 
Lourdes students excel at Book Bee, Quick Recall, and 
many other academic and sports competitions. We have 
witnessed another year of First Eucharists, Reconcilia-
tions, and Confirmations as our children have grown 
spiritually. We will miss those students moving on to high 
school, but we are proud of the remarkable young adults 
they have become. 
 In preparation for the new school year, we 
wanted to make our school families aware of changes to 
the school uniform policy.  The School Advisory Commit-
tee (SAC) created a uniform sub-committee and charged 
the sub-committee with a thorough review of the current 
uniform policy and uniform apparel options from potential 
suppliers. After the review, the following changes have 
been approved for the 2010/2011 school year.  
� Shaheen’s Department Store is now the official uniform 
supplier for our school.  The uniform colors will continue 
to be navy and white with no changes to the style and cut 
of the shirts, shorts, skorts, skirts, and slacks.  Sha-
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Lori Cooper Brown 
Shelby Lynn Elsler 
Forrest Cole Ritzie 
Kylie Rene Rose 

Logan Allen Rose 
William Joseph Alvey 
Joseph Liam Briggs 
Charlotte Gray Henry 

Samual Benjamin Jankowski 
Connor James Donohue 

Theodore Fields Mell 
Augustine Michael Merman 

Griffin Elizabeth Mertes  
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Mary Caroline Marchal, SC   
Julianne Bibelhauser 

Beth Boehm 
Amy Grimes-Potter 

        

Jim Legleiter 
Ann Russo 

      Mandy Rice 
Fred White 

Lourdes Life  is the bi-monthly newsletter 
for parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, 508 Breckinridge Lane, Louisville  
KY  40207.  It is published in January, 
March, May, July, September and  
November.  

heen’s provides the same uniform styles at a much 
lower cost.  
� The jumper worn by girls in grades 1-3 is changing. 
The jumper provided by Shaheen’s is slightly different 
from the one currently used.  Since the new jumper will 
be phased into use by our school families, girls will be 
permitted to wear either style of jumper until the end of 
the 2012/2013 school year.  Starting with the 
2013/2014 school year, only the Shaheen’s jumper 
may be worn.  
� Girls are now permitted to wear solid navy, brown, 
black, or white head bands. 
� A new optional v-neck sweater may be worn by boys 
and girls in all grades.  The new sweater has an OLOL 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence embroidered em-
blem and can be worn instead of the sweatshirt in 
cooler weather. 
 There are no changes to the PE uniform for the 
coming school year. Please refer to the school hand-
book for the detailed uniform policy.  We hope that the 
vendor change will ease some of the financial burden 
our families are dealing with during the current eco-
nomic climate. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact any School Advisory Committee mem-
ber.  We hope that you are able to spend the summer 
making great memories with your children.  
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Coming Attractions . . .  

4���5 �
Eighth Grade Confirmations 
 

4���-/��--��-6 �
Women’s Retreat at Nerinx, KY  
 

4���-6 � �
Pentecost  (wear red)  
 

4���-7� �
8th Grade Graduation 
 

4���-5� �
Last day of school  
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OLOL Festival Homecoming 
 

���	�-/��
�-7   

Vacation Bible School 


